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many parts of the head, especially posteriorly, there were patches from which the cuticle had been separated. Internally. On reflecting back the skin of the cranium some blood was found effused: and in the left parietal bone there was a fine fissure about an inch in length, extending to the sagittal suture. Blood escaped through this fissure from the cavity of the cranium. The brain was throughout highly congested: beneath the fissure in the parietal bone there was about a teaspoonful of thick black blood. The muscles of the neck were of a very dark colour. In the chest the diaphragm was found much protruded upwards, the lungs of a dark colour and situated quite posteriorly. Some blood was found extravasated in this cavity. The lungs with the heart and thymus attached readily sank in a vessel of cold water. The lungs separated from the other organs also sank: when divided, they were very firm, not crepitating, and the divided portions sank when placed in water. The [Remarks. This case shows the importance of carefully attending to the treatment of a person who has been the subject of criminal violence. We cannot hesitate to agree to the opinion expressed by the members of the college, that in not performing the operation at a seasonable period, all chance of the man's recovery was taken away. The deceased might have died even had it been performed, but the law very properly will not be governed by mere possibilities. Here was clear evidence to show that the best means for recovery had not been used, in accordance with good professional practice and experience; and therefore the prisoner could not be held responsible for the deceased's death, without in some sort punishing him for want of skill in the surgeon. In the " superarbitrium" of the college, the second and third positions appear contradictory and inconsistent with each other; but it is probable that they intend to draw a distinction between such wounds being necessarily fatal when improperly treated, as Selections from the Foreign Journals.
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